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Forest lands can be owned by different types 
of owners. For example, national forests 
are owned by all citizens. These forests are 
managed on behalf of the citizens by the 
Federal Government. State forests are owned 
by all citizens of a particular State. These 
forests are managed by the State government 
on behalf of its citizens. National and State 
forests are called public lands because they 
are owned by the public. 

Forests can also be owned by businesses. 
Sometimes these forests are owned for 
their future monetary value. In many cases, 
these forests are managed by a business for 
the products or services that can be sold. 
These products include timber; food, such as 
fruits or nuts; or camping, fishing, and other 
recreation activities. When a business owns 
forest land, the forest is called an industrial 
forest. Industrial forests are called private 
lands because they are not owned by the 
public.

Forest lands can also be owned by individuals 
or groups of individuals. Examples include 
individual citizens such as your grandparents, 
your parents, or friends of your parents. 
Groups of individuals can also own forest 
land. Examples include a hunting club or 
an organization hoping to protect a piece of 
forest land. These types of forest lands are 
called nonindustrial private forests. This is a 

long name and it describes 
these lands very well. 

Nonindustrial 
means that the 
land is not owned 
by a business. 
Private means 

What Are Nonindustrial Private Forests?

that the land is not owned by the public. 
Nonindustrial private forests can be just a 
few acres to thousands of acres in size. In the 
Eastern United States, most of the forest land 
is nonindustrial private forest land.

Nonindustrial private forests are managed 
by the people or groups who own them. 
They can be managed for many purposes. 
Whatever the reasons for owning forest lands, 
the best idea is to manage them so that they 
are healthy now and into the future. Through 
special programs, nonindustrial forest 
landowners can receive assistance managing 
their land. This article is about those special 
programs and southern landowners who may 
or may not take advantage of the programs.

At the end of the article and following the 
puzzles, you will find a flier that can be 
removed from the Natural Inquirer. This 
flier can be taken home to your parents or 
guardians. If they or someone they know 
owns forest land, this flier can be shared. It 
has information about how landowners can 
take advantage of the programs to help them 
manage their forest land.


