
e&##-"'D3/"
N%4-:&=-)(&0"(($*&:0/*&1/* 9"&'("4&>),-&any Natural 
Inquirer monograph or article.

P0+-(Needed:&\&10/((&:"%)$4

E34-.03&8((for each student or group of students):&

• !"#$%"&'()*$+%,% monograph or article&

• Sample Student Abstracts

• Abstract Graphic Organizer

• Writing utensil

In this lesson, students are introduced to scientific 
abstracts and how to read and write them.

Methods:&

Prep

Familiarize yourself with a Natural Inquirer monograph 
or article. Review a few scientific abstracts and try 
writing your own as an example for the class.

Day One

Discuss scientific abstracts with your students. A 
(1)"*,)H1&/9(,%/1,&)(&/&A"%@&(-$%,&A"%()$*&$#&/*&"*,)%"& 
(1)"*,)H1&:/:"%<&P0,-$'+-&,-"&/9(,%/1,&)(&:0/1"4&/,&,-"& 
9"+)**)*+&$#&,-"&:/:"%3&),&)s written last. 
=-"&/9(,r/1,&1o*,/)*(&"*$'+-&)*#$%2/,)$*&#$%&,-"&
%"/4"%&,$&)4"*,)#@V&#h&,-"&:%$90"2&/*4&,-"&%"("/%1-
i'"(,)$*B&!h&-$>&,-"&(,'4@&>/(&1$*4'1,"4B&Rh&,-"&2/.$%
H*4)*+(B&/*4&Sh&,-"&significance of the results. 
P*&/9(,r/1,&)(&'('/00@&>%),,"*&)*&one paragraph, just 
long enough&,$&:%$A)4"&,-"&essential information.&=-"&
%"/4"%&$#&/ (1)"*,)H1&/%,)10"&9"+)*(&9@&%"/4)*+&,-"&/9(,
%/1,<&Q#&,-"&/%,)10"&is of sufficient interest,&,-"&>-$0"&/
%,)10"&1/*&9"&%"/4<&&&

P%$A)4"&(,'4"*,(&>),-&/&1$:@&$#&,-"&example&/9(,-%/1,s 
from the Natural Inquirer Student Scientist 
edition<&N,'4"*,(&(-$'04&)*4)A)4'/00@&%"/4&,-"&/9(,%/1,(3 
*$,)*+&,-"&#$00$>)*+&:)"1"(&$#&)*#$%2/,)$*V

\<& =-"&:%$90"2&/*4&%"("/%1-&i'"(,)$*B

T<& J$>&,-"&(,'4@&>/(&1$*4'1,"4B

d<& Z-/,&>/(&4)(1$A"%"4B&/*4

e<& =-"&()+*)H1/*1"&$#&,-"&H*4)*+(

K$%&"/1-&$#&,-"&/9(,%/1,(3&-/A"&(,'4"*,(&1$2:0","&,-"& 
Abstract Graphic Organizer<

P#,"%&(,'4"*,(&-/A"&1$2:0","4&,-)(&"F"%1)("3&-$04& /&10/
((&4)(1'(()$*&/9$',&>-",-"%&,-)(&>/(&"/(@&$%
4)#H1'0t<&Y("&,-)(&/(&/&9"+)**)*+&:$)*,&,$&4)(1'((&,-" 
four&2/)*&("1,)$*(&$#&/&%"("/%1-&paper, including 
Introduction3&M",-$43&K)*4)*+(3&and L)(1'(()$*<

j$'&2/@&4)A)4"&@$'%&10/((&)*,$&+%$':(3&>),-&"/1-&+%
$':&%"/4ing one article< Alternatively, all students can 
work on the same article.&6),-"% )*4)A)4'/00@&or 
in&groups3&-/A"&(,'4"*,(&>%),"&/*&/9(,%/1,&#$%&the article 
they read<&Students can use the Abstract Graphic 
Organizer to help guide their abstract writing.

P#,"%&(,'4"*,(&-/A"&)4"*,)H"4&,-"&#$'%&"(("*,)/0&:$)*,(3& 
-/A"&,-"2&>%),"&,-"&/9(,%/1,&)*&:/%/+%/:-&#$%23 using 
the Sample Student Abstracts to guide them.

J$04&/&10/((&4)(1'(()$*&/9$',&,-"&value of scientific 
abstracts. Here are some questions to get you started:

• Did the student abstracts adequately summarize
the study they read?

• How my abstracts be used by scientists?
• Should an abstract be used without reading the

entire article? Why or why not?
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2$(i'),$"(&>)00&9"&%"4'1"43&2/C)*+&,-"&/%"/&2$%"&
/,,%/1,)A"&,$&,$'%)(,(<

/&>/,"%&(1$$:"%&,-/,&1/%%)"4&/9$',&$*"&0),"%&$#&>/,"%<&&
Z"&:"%#$%2"4&,-"&#$00$>)*+&,"(,(V&:J&,"(,3&,'%9)4),@&
,"(,3&/*4&4)(($0A"4&$F@+"*&,"(,<&&=-%$'+-&$'%&%"("/%1-&
>"&#$'*4&,-/,&,-"%"&)(&/&-)+-&$F@+"*&0"A"0&)*&,-"&>/,"%&
$#&,-"&EF9$>&/*4&,-/,&("4)2"*,&0"A"0(&/%"&-)+-"%&,-/*&
2$%"&10"/%br$>)*+&(,%"/2(<&&Z"&1$*10'4"4&,-/,&,-"&
0"A"0&$#&$F@+"*&)*&,-"&>/,"%&)(&+$$4<&



J
,8
4.
3C
4(F
*+
+
3.
K(
F5
--
4

F4
*B
-1
4(1
3+
-:
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
m

)
3+
-(
%2
(

3,
84
.3
C4

[
%$
90
"2
&$
%&%
"(
"/
%1
-&

i'
"(
,)$
*&

M
",
-$
4&
'(
"4

K)
*4
)*
+(

N
)+
*)
H1
/*
1"
&$
#&

H*
4)
*+
(

X
*4
B%
%.
(

l
-C
.-
34
0%
1

]
34
8

O
34
-.
(

`
*3
&04
K

J,84.3C4(Graphic Organizer 

N,'4"*,&*/2"g(hVXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

)3+-(%2(45-(939-.:

Z-/,&)(&,-"&:%$90"2&/*4&>-/,&)(&
,-"&i'"(,)$*&9")*+&/*(>"%"4&9@&,-"&
%"("/%1-^&gdbe&("*,"*1"(h

Z-/,&2",-$4&$%&2",-$4(&>"%"&'("4^&
gdbe&("*,"*1"(h

Z-/,&>/(&4)(1$A"%"4^&gdbe&("*,"*1"(h

Z-/,&)(&,-"&()+*)H1/*1"&$#&,-"&H*4)*+(^&
gdbe&("*,"*1"(h




