
Pronunciation Guide
a as in ape

ä as in car

e as in me

i as in ice

o as in go

ô as in for

u as in use

ü as in fur

oo as in tool

ng as in sing

Accented syllables are in bold.

5

Largely from burning fossil fuels such 
as coal and oil, Earth’s troposphere is 
experiencing higher levels of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 
These gases trap the sun’s warmth 
and are causing changes in Earth’s 
climate. As the level of carbon dioxide 
rises, more carbon dioxide will be 
available to trees. This increase in 
carbon dioxide may not only change 
Earth’s climate. It may also change 
the amount of photosynthesis in trees 
and forests world-wide.

Glossary
photosynthesize (fo to sin thuh siz): The 
formation of carbohydrates from carbon 
dioxide and water in the green tissues of 
plants when they are exposed to light.

carbohydrate (kär bo hi drat): Any of a 
group of substances made up of carbon, 
hydrogen, and oxygen, including sugars 
and starches.

diversity (duh vür suh te): A measure of 
the differences between the types and 
numbers of living things in a natural area.

data (dat uh): Facts or figures studied in 
order to make a conclusion.

glucose (glu kos): A form of sugar found in 
nature.

respiration (res pür a shun): The process by 
which a living thing takes in oxygen from 
the air and gives off carbon dioxide and 
other waste products.

respire (re spir): To carry on respiration.

emit (e mit): To send out or give forth.

simulate (sim u lat): To look or act like. 

variable (ver e uh bul): Thing that can vary 
in number or amount.

inverse (in vürs): Exactly opposite.

proportion (pro pôr shun): The relation 
of one thing to another in size, amount, 
degree, etc.

saturation (sach ür a shun): The state of 
being saturated, completely filled or soaked.

species (spe sez): Groups of organisms that 
resemble one another in appearance, 
behavior, chemical processes, and genetic 
structure.

random (ran dum): Selection purely by 
chance, with every element having an 
equal chance of being selected.

erode (e rod): To wear away.


