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Dr. Jackson Beak’s Guide to
    Birds of South Jackson  

Elementary School

Name  __________________________________

Date  ___________________________________
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Fields have grass and flowers that grow  
close to the ground. 

Forests are places with trees growing  
with other types of plants.

Young forests have only been growing for a short 
time. Young forests often have small trees and some 
other small plants. 

Mature forests have been growing for many years. 
Mature forests often have both large trees and small 
trees growing in the same place.

The canopy is the highest layer of tree branches  
in a forest or on a tree.

The forest floor is the ground beneath the  
tree canopy. 

What types of habitat will you see along 
South Jackson Elementary School trails?
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1. Be prepared.  
Bring binoculars, this or another guide book,  

and a notebook to help you identify birds.

2. Know what to expect!  
Take a list, photos, or a guide book of birds you may see in your 
location. Look at page 6 for 10 common birds you may see!

3. Use your eyes and your ears!  
You will be more likely to hear and see birds if you are quiet 

and move slowly.

4. Go with friends.  
A friend can help you spot new birds!

5. Practice makes perfect.  
You will learn birds quickly if you watch them often!

6. Record your findings!  
Use the checklist on page 6-7 of this guide  

to help you keep track of the birds you find.

Advice from Dr. Jackson Beak

Identifying a bird  
can be hard.  

I made a list of tips  
to help you!

Let’s get started! 
Your goal is to identify each of the 10 birds pictured on “My Bird 
Checklist” on pages 6-7. When you have seen or heard each bird, 
check the box next to each bird’s picture.

First, however, use the clues from Dr. Beak on pages 8-27 to learn 
about each of the 10 birds. These clues will help you identify the 
birds when you go birdwatching. Using “My Bird Checklist” and the 
clues, write the name of each bird on its “What Bird Am I?” page. 
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My Bird Checklist

Turkey Vulture  

American Robin 

Northern Cardinal  

Northern Mockingbird 

Blue Jay 

Red-tailed Hawk 
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Killdeer 

American Crow 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Carolina Wren 

q  ___________________ q  ___________________

Have you discovered a different bird than these 10 birds? Draw what you have 
seen in one of the boxes below. Use a guide book or the Internet to learn 
more about the bird you have found.
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What Bird Am I?

You will often find me at the edge of forests. I 
can also be seen in forests. You can also find 
me in yards, parks, and even in towns and cities. 
Usually, I stay close to forests with oak trees.

I eat a lot of different foods. I eat insects, 
nuts, seeds, grains, and fruit. I also like to eat 
acorns, which is why you will find me near 
oak trees. I sometimes eat amphibians, birds, 
small mammals, reptiles, and bird eggs.

I am a steady flier. You may see me 
flying silently across open areas.

I have a lot of different calls. You will 
most often hear me call with a loud 
“jeer.” I can also whistle and make 
gurgling sounds.

I build my nest 10 to 25 feet off of the 
ground in a tree. My nest is like an open 
cup, and I line the inside of the nest with 
tiny roots.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 15 inches.

You will see me all year around.

  I can store 2 to 3 acorns in a special pouch in my 
throat. I hold another acorn in my mouth, and one 
more in my bill. I store these acorns to eat later. 

  T he blue crest on my head helps me 
communicate with other birds that look like me. When 
I am with my family or flock, I lower my crest.

   I can make the sounds of other birds, animals, and 
sometimes humans!

This bird is mostly  
blue on top, with 
white, grey, and 

black feathers. It has 
a white breast and a 
tuft of blue feathers  

on its head.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

You can find me on or near the ground in open areas. 
These areas include roadsides, farm fields, and near 
landfills. You can also find me soaring in the sky. When I 
am not flying or eating on the ground, you may see me 
resting in large trees. 

I have a good sense of smell for my favorite food. I can 
smell my food from up to 5 miles away! My favorite 
food is recently dead animals. I like mammals best, but 
I will also eat reptiles, other birds, fish, amphibians, 
and even invertebrates such as insects and worms. My 
diet is the reason you might see me on the roadside, or 
even in the road, eating roadkill. 

I like to soar, which means I don’t beat my 
wings very often. Sometimes, I look a little 
wobbly when I soar. If you see me straight on 
while soaring, you will notice that I hold my 

wings in a “V” shape. Most often, you will see me soaring 
with other birds. When I am soaring, I am riding the rising 
warm air to a higher location.

I do not call or sing like other birds. 
If you are lucky enough to hear me, 
you would never guess you were 
listening to a bird. I sound like a 
piece of machinery passing by.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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I nest on large rocks, thick areas of plants, 
hollow logs, fallen trees, and abandoned 
bird nests.

 From tip to tip, my wingspan is over 60 inches! 

You will see me all year around.

  My diet of dead animals would make you very 
sick, but I never get sick. By eating dead animals, 
I help to speed up their decay process.

  My featherless head keeps me clean when I’m 
eating dead animals.

  I have a close relative, the Black Vulture, which is 
smaller and has more black feathers.

The feathers  
of this bird are brown 

and tan, but look 
black when the bird is 
soaring. From below, 
this bird’s wings have 

many white  
feathers.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

I can easily be found in parks, cemeteries, backyards, 
farms, forests, and golf courses. All of these places have a 
lot of food and plenty of trees.

I am not a picky eater. I like to eat seeds, fruit, 
insects, small turtles, and fish. Sometimes, I will 
eat the eggs of other birds. I have been known to 
eat trash, too.

I beat my wings slowly during flight. Sometimes I glide 
for short distances, like from a tree to the ground.

I am not known for my pretty song. Most 
often, you will hear me make a loud “caw” 
call. If you are close to me, you can hear 
me make rattling and clicking noises.

To start my nest, I use sticks to make a cup 
shape. Then I use leaves, weeds, animal hair, and 
bark to make the nest soft on the inside.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan is about 35 inches.

  In winter, I like to rest in a groups. I have been 
seen with groups of one hundred to over 1 
million other birds like me.

  I am smart when compared with other birds. I can 
sometimes make tools to get the food I want to eat.

This bird can be 
 easy to spot because 
its feathers, legs, and 

beak are all black.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

You will see me all year around.

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

I can be found in parks, backyards, and 
even parking lots. I like to have some trees 
and bushes to rest on and hide. I like to be 
near open fields of grass to look for food.

Insects are my favorite food in spring 
and summer. In fall and winter, I like to 
eat more fruits and seeds.

I have strong wing beats. I usually beat 
my wings a couple times in a row, then 
coast with my wings at my side.

I am famous for my singing. I can sing up 
to 300 different songs. I usually copy the 
songs of other birds singing around me.

I use small sticks, grasses, and bark for 
my nest. I have been known to use human 
objects as a part of my nest, too.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 13 inches.

You will see me all year around.

  Both males and females of my species  
can sing.

  On spring and summer nights with a full moon,  
I will sing through the night.

This bird is gray over  
most of its back. The belly  
and chest of this bird are 

mostly white. This bird has 
two white stripes on its wings, 

called wing bars. When 
standing on a tree or bush,  
it is easy to see this bird’s 

long, skinny tail.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

You can find me in backyards, parks, and 
even parking lots. I can usually be seen 
in forest areas with many plants growing 
close together because it enables me to 
hide easier.

I like to eat seeds. At times, I also eat 
insects, especially when I am younger.

You will often see me flying close to the 
ground. I use two or more strong wing beats 
and then glide. I repeat this pattern until I land.

I sound like I am saying “what cheer, 
what cheer, what cheer” when I am 
singing. I also call to other birds using a 
loud “chip.”

My nest usually has four layers. I build a layer 
of small sticks, a layer of leaves, a layer of bark, 
and a layer of soft grasses. Once my nest is 
finished, it is only about 4 inches across at its 
widest point.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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  I am the “State Bird” of seven different states!

  I usually mate for life.

The feathers on the  
body of this bird are 

mostly red, except for the 
black feathers near the 

beak. A female will have 
a mix of red and brown or 
gray looking feathers. The 

beak of this bird is  
orange-red!

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 11 inches.

You will see me all year around.

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

You will usually find me on the ground. I prefer 
lawns, golf courses, farm fields, athletic fields, 
and even parking lots! I run across the ground 
quickly, then stop suddenly.

I eat earthworms, snails, crayfish, grasshoppers, 
beetles, and larvae found in water. If I find seeds 
on the ground, I will eat them too.

When scared, I will leave the ground and circle overhead.  
I am a fast flier, and I beat my wings quickly.

You can hear me call when I am in flight. I 
sound excited as I say “kill-deer!”

I dig a 3 to 3.5-inch hole into the ground for my 
nest. After I lay my eggs, I will often add more 
items to the nest, such as small sticks, small 
stones, and even trash.

[QRcode_
KILL

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 18 inches.

  I am a plover, a type of shore bird. Although I am 
related to many birds that live on the beach, I do 
not go to the beach often.

  I use acting to protect my nest. When I think my 
nest is in danger, I pretend my wing is broken. This 
acting helps keep predators away from my nest.

This bird is brown 
or tan above and 
white below. It 
has two black 

bands around its 
neck and upper 

chest.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

You will see me all year around.

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

I like to live anywhere which is open and free of 
too many trees. I live by farms, roadsides, parks, 
backyards, and even the desert.

I always eat meat. Most of the time, I eat mammals. 
Common animals for me to eat include mice, rats, 
rabbits, and squirrels. Sometimes, I will eat other 
birds, but only the birds which are smaller than me.

I am often seen soaring. When I soar, I do 
not beat my wings very much. To soar, I need 
rising warm air to keep me up in the sky.

My call is often heard in movies. My call 
sounds like a scream. It sounds like I am 
saying “keeeee-ar.”

I use large, dry sticks for my nest. I will 
put bark and leaves on the inside.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 50 inches.

You will see me all year around.

  Many scientists think I am the most common bird 
of prey in the United States.

  It is easy to see me when driving in a car. 
Observe roadside fences and telephone wires, 
where I sit and watch the ground for small 
animals to catch and eat.

This bird’s feathers  
are a mix of brown, red,  
and white. Its chest has  

brown streaking. Look for its 
black and yellow beak which 
is curved to help it eat meat.  
The easiest way to spot this 

bird is to look for its  
red tail as it soars  

overhead.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

I like to live in forests with any type of trees. I 
especially like older trees. It is easiest to find 
me in parks and backyards. 

My favorite foods are insects, spiders, seeds, 
and nuts. In winter and fall, when there are 
fewer insects, I will sometimes eat fruit.

My flight is like a roller coaster, I rise and fall 
a lot. Usually I use a few seconds of fast wing 
beats to rise. Then I use no wing beats, which 

causes me to fall a little. I repeat this pattern until I make 
it to a new location.

I have a few calls that I use. One call 
sounds like “cha-cha-cha” and the 
other sounds like “kwirr.” When I 
drum, I am hitting my beak against a 
tree. My drumming noise is very fast.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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I use dead trees, called snags, or fence 
posts for my nest. I drill a hole in the 
wood with my beak. I use the wood chips 
on the inside of the hole to make it soft.

From tip to tip, my wingspan 
is about 15 inches! 

You will see me all year around.

  My tongue is sticky. It can reach 2 inches 
out of my pointy bill. This type of tongue 
helps me gather insects from small spaces 
in trees.

There is a small  
amount of red on this 

bird’s belly, but the belly 
is mostly white. The 

red on this bird’s head 
is bright. You may also 
see the black and white 

pattern on  
its back.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

You will find me in yards, parks, gardens, golf courses, 
fields, pastures, and forests. In the spring and summer, 
you will see me close to or on the ground. In the fall and 
winter, I spend more time in trees.

I like to eat earthworms, insects, 
snails, and small fruits and berries.

I fly straight, swiftly, and strongly. I often use slow 
wingbeats when I am flying just above the ground.

You will hear me give about 10 clear 
whistles that sound like I am saying, 
“Cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, cheerily, 
cheer up!”

I usually build my nest in trees. I like to build 
my nest in the lower half of a tree. Sometimes I 
build a nest high in a tree, in gutters, on outdoor 
lights, or in other parts of a building.

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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From tip to tip, my wingspan is 
about 14 inches! 

You can see me all year around.

  People often think of me as a bird that announces 
spring’s arrival, but I live all year in the Southeastern 
United States.

  I usually eat earthworms in the morning and fruit 
later in the day.

This bird is fairly  
large for a songbird. It 
has a round body. Its 

feathers are orange on 
the chest, gray on the 

back, black on the head, 
and black and white 

streaks on the throat. In 
spring, it has a yellow bill 
and white rings around 

its eyes. 

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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What Bird Am I?

You can find me in forests, backyards, gardens, and 
farms. I spend most of my time on the forest floor or in 
the small plants growing near the ground. Forests with 
many plants can be hard for you to walk through, but 
this is the perfect place for me to hide.

I like to eat insects and spiders. Some of the 
insects I will eat are caterpillars, grasshoppers, 
stick bugs, beetles, and cockroaches. Sometimes 
I will eat fruits or seeds.

I usually only fly short distances. My wings beat quickly 
and I do not stop them very often while flying.

When I sing, it sounds like I am saying 
“teakettle, teakettle, teakettle.” Some people 
think my song sounds like “cheeseburger, 
cheeseburger, cheeseburger.”

Compare my size  
with the soccer ball.
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My nest looks like a small cup. I use bark, dry grass, 
leaves, pine needles, hair, feathers, and even snake 
skin to build it. I often build my nest in a hole in a 
tree, a bird house, or a tree stump. Some people have 
found my nests in flowerpots, mailboxes, shoes, and 
old coat pockets.

From tip to tip, my wingspan is 
about 11.5 inches! 

You will see me all year around.

  Only males of my species will sing. Some 
males have been known to sing their 
song 3,000 times in a day!

Feathers on the back  
of this bird are mostly brown. 

The belly and chest have 
brown or orange looking 

feathers. This bird has white 
stripes above its eyes. When 
seen, this bird will probably 

have its tail sticking  
straight up.

A Tip from 
Dr. Beak: 

I am a ___________________________________________

After you have 
discovered the name 
of this bird, scan the 
QR code for more 
information and to 
hear the bird’s call.
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Bird Brain Challenge!
People once believed that birds are not smart animals. 
Scientists have discovered that those beliefs are not true! 
Birds are as smart as mammals that are a similar size. They 
are generally smarter than reptiles, too. 

Test your bird brains by looking at each photo and answering 
the word game or questions. Use your bird checklist from this 
booklet to help you find all the correct answers!
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The Forest Service is a government agency with scientists who 
study the natural environment. Some Forest Service scientists 
study birds. No matter what topics Forest Service scientists study, 
they use the same skills. Follow these Forest Service scientist tips 
so that you can continue learning about the birds around you.

Observe:
Use your new bird observation skills 
to discover even more birds. Look for 
birds whenever you go outside. When 
you see a new bird, pay attention to the 
bird’s size, colors and markings, beak 
shape, and flight pattern. Observe the 
habitat where the bird is living. Try to 
remember the bird’s call or song.

Record:
Pay attention to what you see and 
hear when you discover a new bird. 

Record: 

The date and time of day

The bird’s size, color and markings

The bird’s beak shape

The bird’s flight pattern

Notes about the place where you saw the bird

The bird’s call or song by making up a saying that matches its sounds 

Don’t stop now! Learn more about birds!
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Compare:
Compare the bird with other 
birds. How does it compare with 
the birds you already know? Is it 
larger or smaller? Does it live in a 
similar or different habitat? What 
is different or similar about its 
color and markings? How does its 
call differ from other birds? You 
may also compare the bird with 
similar birds in a guidebook or on 
the Internet.

Try to identify the bird species 
by using a bird guide book or use 
the Internet. An online source for 
bird identification is http://www.
allaboutbirds.org.

Share:
Tell others about the bird you 
have just identified. Write 
a story or a poem about 
the bird. Keep a journal or 
checklist of all the birds you 
have identified. If possible, 
take a photo of the bird and 
share the photo with others. 
Sharing information about 
each bird will help you to 
remember the bird. Sharing 
will help others learn about 
birds, too!
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Note: This publication was designed for use at South Jackson Elementary School in Jackson 
County, Georgia. However, its educational content is applicable for use in schools, parks, 

backyards, and all natural areas throughout the Southeastern United States.

Together we learn.

South Jackson Elementary School 

Todd and Jessica
Nickelsen

The Ayers 
Family

Chuck and Suzanne 
Murphy

Gina 
McKinney

PC-Help, Inc.
Mobile Service
706-354-1911

Mitchell Hardware 
and Building Supply

Jackson County GIS
Chuck Murphy,

Boy With Camera

Stephanie Pfeiffer – SMP Illustration 

Dr. Beak is a Bald Eagle.  
The Bald Eagle is our 
Nation’s symbol.
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